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USACM Statement on the Presidential Commission on Election Administration
Recommendations to President Obama

Below is a statement from Jeremy Epstein of the USACM Voting Committee on the Presidential
Commission on Election Administration Recommendations to President Obama

“USACM commends the Presidential Commission on Election Administration for focusing on technology
as a critical aspect of modern voting systems. The Commission’s recommendations on several key areas
reflect policy positions that USACM recommended to the Commission, and has promoted in other venues
to meet the significant election requirements of reliability, responsiveness, security, privacy, auditing, and
accessibility.

“The key Commission recommendations that reflect these core USACM positions include:

e  Modernization of voter registration by the states through continued expansion of online voter
registration and expanded state collaboration in improving both accuracy of the voter rolls and
efficiency in the registration process.

e Investment in voting technology to reform the standards and certification process for new
voting technology to address soon-to-be antiquated voting machines, and to encourage innovation
and the adoption of widely available and significantly less expensive off-the-shelf technologies
and “software-only” solutions.

o  Assuring that polling places are accessible to all voters and are designed to function smoothly
so that they are usable for every citizen through the entire voting process.

¢  Conducting post-election audits of voting equipment and publicly disclosing data on machine
performance in a common data format to allow ballots to be recounted accurately and without
revealing voters’ individual choices.

o Improving the ability of military and overseas voters to access ballots and other voting
materials through increased use of the Internet, although Internet voting is not sufficiently secure
for use. It can, however, be an effective method for communication with these voters.

Jeremy Epstein chairs the USACM Voting Committee. He is a senior computer scientist with SRI
International. He holds an MS in computer science from Purdue University.

Read more information on the USACM voter registration database report at
http://usacm.acm.org/images/documents/vrd report2.pdf

Read more information on the USACM position on electronic voting at
http://usacm.acm.org/evoting/category.cfm?cat=14&E-Voting

Read more information on the USACM internet voting brief at
http://usacm.acm.org/images/documents/IB_Internet Voting UOCAVA.pdf

Read the USACM letter to the Presidential Commission on Election Administration at
http://usacm.acm.org/images/documents/ElectionCommissionUSACM.pdf
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ABOUT ACM and USACM

With more than 100,000 members, ACM (Association for Computing Machinery) is the world’s largest
educational and scientific computing society, uniting computing educators, researchers and professionals
to inspire dialogue, share resources and address the field’s challenges. The ACM U.S. Public Policy
Council (USACM) serves as the focal point for ACM's interaction with U.S. government organizations,
the computing community, and the U.S. public in all matters of U.S. public policy related to information
technology.
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